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ORIGIN SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /031 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/LC:LMRIVES:DTM 
APPROVED BY EA:MSTEARNS 
S/S - WHLUERS 

079070 

R261935Z APR 74 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 

SECRET STATE 085789 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CB 

SUBJECT- ALLEGED RIVERINE PRICE GOUGING ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM STEARNS 

NO FOREIGN DISSEM/CONTROLLED DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD 

1. WE ARE DISTURBED BY REPORT CONTAINED PARA TWO OF 
DB-3 15-03 866-74 IN WHICH LONG BORET ALLEGEDLY NOTED PRICE 
GOUGING BY RIVERINE SHIPPING ASSOCIATION OF VINCENT FER- 
NANDEZ WITH COLLUSION OF SOME FANK AND NAVY OFFICERS. IF 
STORY ACCURATE, THIS IS PART OF CAUSE OF CONTINUING HYPER- 
INFLATION IN PHNOM PENH. FACT THAT HEAD OF THIS OPERATION 
IS BROTHER OF FANK C-IN-C ONLY MAKES IT WORSE. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF REPORT, PARTICU- 
LARLY WHETHER ALLEGED ACTIVITIES ARE COMMON KNOWLEDGE OR 
CAN BE VERIFIED. IF LATTER IS THE CASE. WE BELIEVE THAT 

YOU SHOULD CONSIDER APPROACH AT LEAST TO LT GENERAL 
SOSTHENE FERNANDEZ TO HAVE THIS STOPPED ON BASIS IT NOT 
ONLY HURTING HIS OWN EFFORTS DEFEND CAMBODIA BUT IS PO- 
LITICALLY DANGEROUS AND IS DAMAGING TO USG AID EFFORTS. 
APPROACH TO SOSTHENE WOULD HOPEFULLY RESULT IN REMEDIAL 
SECRET 
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ACTION WITHOUT PROBABLE POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT TO HIM 
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BEST REGARDS. KISSINGER 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRANSPORTATION, MILITARY PERSONNEL, PRESS COMMENTS, INFLATION, PRICES, FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 26 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE085789 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LMRIVES:DTM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 00-0488 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 974041 0/aaaaaiea. tel 

Line Count: 63 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 0 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 JUL 2002 by martinmb; APPROVED <28 MAR 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALLEGED RIVERINE PRICE GOUGING ACTIVITIES FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM STEARNS 
TAGS: PINT, CB, RIVERINE SHIPPING ASSOC 
To: PHNOM PENH 
Type: TE 
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